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April 7, 2003 
 
 
 
To:  Supervisor Yvonne Brathwaite Burke, Chair 
  Supervisor Gloria Molina 

Supervisor Zev Yaroslavsky 
  Supervisor Don Knabe 
  Supervisor Michael D. Antonovich 
 
From:  David E. Janssen 
  Chief Administrative Officer 
 
INITIAL STUDY FOR THE CITY OF REDONDO BEACH CATALINA 
REDEVELOPMENT PROJECT (FOURTH DISTRICT) 
 
 
Consistent with your Board’s instruction of February 4, 1997 regarding the preparation 
of reports on proposed redevelopment projects by the County’s cities, and pursuant to 
the Policies and Procedures governing the County’s approach to city redevelopment 
activities adopted by your Board on October 8, 2002, we are advising your Board that 
the City of Redondo Beach has sent us the Initial Environmental Study for the Catalina 
Redevelopment Project. 
 
On March 7, 2002, this office provided your Board with a summary of a Preliminary 
Report on Redondo Beach’s Heart of the City Redevelopment Project.  At that time, we 
identified a concern that a 10-acre area adjacent to the marina did not appear to be 
consistent with the blighting conditions required by Redevelopment Law.  This concern 
was shared with the City.  Subsequently, the Heart of the City Project was rescinded by 
the City after local residents qualified a referendum on the Project to be placed before 
the City’s electorate.  The current Catalina Project includes the same boundaries as the 
Heart of the City Project, except the 10-acre parcel adjacent to the marina has been 
removed. 
 
The Initial Study includes the following information: 
 

• The proposed project area is approximately 91 acres, and includes the obsolete 
electrical generation (AES) facility, and the commercial areas adjacent to 
Catalina Avenue. 

 



Each Supervisor 
April 7, 2003 
Page 2 
 
 

cra\redondo beach\catalina draft EIR 

• According to the Agency, activities of the project may include: 
 

o Installation of new or improved utilities, curbs and gutters, sidewalks, 
street lighting, public landscaping, and other public improvements; 

 
o Rehabilitation of structures or development of vacant lands for uses in 

accordance with the Redevelopment Plan, which defers to the current 
General Plan for land use designations; 

 
o The upgrading of existing commercial areas in accordance with the City’s 

General Plan; and 
 

o Environmental improvement projects including remediation of 
contaminated sites.  

 
A project description and map provided by the Agency are attached.  Further 
information will be available in the Agency’s Preliminary Report.  The Preliminary Report 
will include the Agency’s analysis of blight, assessment of proposed financing, amount 
of tax increment anticipated from the proposed project, and a description of the 
redevelopment projects planned by the Agency.  Upon receipt of this document from the 
Agency, we will send your Board another report, including a financial analysis and a 
determination of whether the proposed Project is generally consistent with Community 
Redevelopment Law. 
 
If you have any questions regarding this information, please call me, or your staff may 
call Robert Moran of my office at (213) 974-1130.  
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